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Legend  
1. Beautiful Plains  County Court Building 
2. 516 Brown Avenue 
3. The Castle 
4. 566 Brown Avenue 
5. 578 Mountain Avenue 
6.      St. James Anglican Church 
7. 535 First Avenue 
8. 526 Second Avenue 
9. 474 First Avenue 
10. 181 Hamilton Street 
11. 135 Hamilton Street 
12. CNR Station 
13. 388 Fourth Avenue 
14. 252 Third Avenue 
15. 290 First Avenue 
16. Margaret Laurence Home 
17. Knox Presbyterian Church 
18. Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
19. IOOF Block 
20. The Neepawa Building 
21. Stony Creek School 
22. Neepawa Land Titles 
23. Roxy Theatre 
24. Empire Block 

In 1897 this existing 
building replaced the 
original which opened 
in 1881. Stoney Creek 
was the second school 
established in the area. 
The school closed in 
1950 and was moved to 
its present location in 
1964. 

NW corner of Mountain Avenue and Hamilton Street about 1906. 

Looking South on Mountain Avenue about 1920 
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This building was 
constructed in 1914 
by local contractors 
Fusee-McFeetors.   
Designed in the clas-
sic style, the façade is 
dominated by a 
wooden cornice and 
pediment.  Cream 
coloured limestone is 
used extensively.  
Note the impressive 
architrave above the 
doorway. 

Round arches and 
rusticated limestone 
masonry of the 
Romanesque Revival 
style organize the 
façade of this 
church.  Designed in 
1891, the building 
has only had minor 
alterations.  In 1992 
the church was 
dedicated as a pro-
vincial historical site. 

Constructed in 1903 
of local brick, this 
building sports a 
corbelled cornice.  It 
is the oldest IOOF 
building in Mani-
toba.  The ground 
floor of the building 
has served a variety 
of functions includ-
ing;  post office, 
grocery store and 
bank.  The second 
floor was reserved 
for the use of the 
OddFellows. 

Built in 1908 of local 
bricks, this building 
housed the post 
office and other 
federal offices.  The 
symmetrical design 
boasts a parapet, 
cornice and sills of 
limestone. 

Built in 1906, the Op-
era House was the 
social hub of the com-
munity.  In the early 
1930’s, the Opera 
House was converted to 
the Roxy Theatre.  In 
1936, the exterior was 
transformed when it 
was stuccoed in the Art 
Deco style. 

On a rusticated limestone 
base, this building with its 
classical elements– cornice, 
parapet and pediment was 
built in 1905  The richly 
carved Romansque arch 
illustrates the high quality 
of workmanship that 
existed in Manitoba at the 
time.  The interior remains 
a good example of an early 
20th century office build-
ing. 

 
This small commercial 
block constructed in 
1905 was typical of those 
found across the prai-
ries.  The bands of brick-
work at the top of the 
building give the effect 
of a cornice. 
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This brochure represents a small number of historically signifi-
cant building in Neepawa.  A more complete representation is 
available on display in the Neepawa Public Library. 

A brickyard established in 1889 just north of Neepawa provided buff 
coloured bricks which were used in the construction of many building 
including; the IOOF Building and the Knox Presbyterian Church.  A 
second brickyard founded in 1905 and located in the town’s south end 
provided red bricks which were probably used on the Neepawa Build-
ing and the Bank of Commerce. 

396 First Avenue 

380 Mountain Avenue 

376 Mountain Avenue 

341 Mountain Avenue 

Riverbend Park 

329 Hamilton Street 

303 Hamilton Street 

287 Hamilton Street 

Brochure by Greg Heschuk    Photos by Ron Forsman and Greg Heschuk 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Local lumber mer-
chant, William 
Burley built this fine 
house in 1903.   
Features to note 
include; the brack-
eted eaves, the fish 
scale shingles, the 
two sets of two 
storey bay windows 
and the front porch. 

Constructed in 
1898, the church's 
beautiful stained 
glass was created by 
Westmacott Art 
Glass Sudios of 
Winnipeg. The 
belfry tower, which 
gives the church 
great character, was 
added in 1922. 

"The Castle", has 
been home to two 
of Neepawa's 
most prominent 
families, the 
Davidsons and the 
Guinns.  Built in 
1887, the present 
form of the house 
is the result of 
alterations made 
in 1901. 

This house built in 
1910 is particularly 
interesting for it’s 
use of Victorian 
polychromy—the 
art of decorating 
architectural mate-
rials in a variety of 
colours and pat-
terns.  In this case 
it is the red and 
buff coloured brick 
motifs that encircle 
the house. 
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Built in 1894, this 
Queen Anne Victorian 
features the character-
istic steeply pitched 
roof, band course of 
wood shingles and bay 
window.  This house 
has decorative half 
timbering in the ga-
bles and upper-story 
walls. 
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Built in 1910, the 
ground floor of 
this house uses cast 
concrete blocks 
manufactured 
locally to imitate 
sandstone.  Note 
the elegant oriel 
window on the side 
which lights the 
inside stairway. 

 

 
Built in 1902 this 
Queen Anne Revival 
style house retains 
much of it’s original 
features such as fish 
scale shingles, cor-
ner brackets and 
asymmetrical porch.  
Also note the seg-
mental arch detail  
on the window tops. 

This Italianate style 
house was built in 
1900.  It retains much 
of it’s original features 
such as the iron crest-
ing on the roof and 
Palladian windows in 
the dormers.  Note the 
flamboyant gable over 
the central bay with its 
sweeping curve and 
bull’s eye window 

 
R. B. Pratt, a promi-
nent Winnipeg archi-
tect was hired by the 
Canadian Northern 
Railroad to develop a 
distinctive style of  
station which could 
be used repeatedly.  
The Neepawa Station 
was designed in 1902. 

 
Construction of 
this building 
began in 1884.  It 
is one of the oldest 
Court Houses on 
the prairies and 
one of the oldest 
surviving build-
ings in town.  It 
was declared a 
provincial  his-
toric site in 1982. 

This fine example of 
a stick style Victo-
rian, was built in 
1904.  Characteristi-
cally the exterior is 
animated by orna-
mental brackets, 
elaborate barge-
boards and multi-
textured wall sur-
faces.  Also note the 
shingles decorating 
the entry porch. 

Novelist Margaret 
Laurence lived in 
this house from 
1938 to 1944.  It 
was built in 1895 in 
the Italianate style.  
Elements of this 
style are the ex-
tended eaves, win-
dow groupings and 
segmented window 
arches. 

When Harry Hodkinson 
immigrated from Eng-
land, his dream was to 
build a house with as 
much English character 
as he could afford.  The 
result is this red brick 
cottage style residence 
built in 1921 

 
Built in 1924,  this 
house shows some 
craftsman style 
influence.  Note the 
gables capped by a 
hip and the exposed 
rafter ends.   

This cottage style 
house was built in 
1914 then enlarged 
in 1946 and again 
in 1967.  Note the 
asymmetrical 
gabled entrance 
with its diminutive 
pointed window 
and patterned stone 
and brick facing. 

Constructed in 
1900, the design 
relies on a com-
plexity of wall 
planes and roof 
lines for interest.  
The verandah 
details, filigreed 
roof cresting and 
wrought iron 
fencing are also 
notable, as is the 
segment arches on 
the window tops. 
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Neepawa owes its beginning to two business men, John A 
Davidson and Jonathon J. Hamilton who speculated on the 
location of a rail line.  In 1883 the community was incorpo-
rated and was named Neepawa, a Cree word for “plenty”. 

282 Hamilton Street 

516 Brown Avenue 

Main Street East 

566 Brown Avenue 

578 Mountain Avenue 

535 Mountain Avenue 

535 First Avenue 

526 Second Avenue 

474 First Avenue 

181 Hamilton Street 

135 Hamilton Street 

91 Hamilton Street 

388 Fourth Avenue 

252 Third Avenue 

290 First Avenue 

312 First Avenue 

Many historically significant buildings in Neepawa have lost 
architectural details over the years.  The two large buildings on 
the N.E. and N.W. corners of Hamilton Street and Mountain 
Avenue are examples. These are 113 and 115 year old struc-
tures whose character and style have been lost to stucco and 
metal siding. 
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